
Dear Parishioners, 

 This weekend marks the last weekend that we are privileged to have the ministry and presence of Fr. Hooper.  It 

has been a blessing to have him here and in a multitude of ways he has been a blessing to me personally.  He has many 

gifts to offer the Church.  I am sure he will be missed by all.  Luckily, he will not be too far away at Our Lady of Lourdes in 

Columbia, assisting Fr. Chris Cordes, the pastor, there.  I have heard from many of you of how he has been a blessing to 

you and your families.  I wish him only the best and he will always be a part of my regular prayer. 

 With Fr. Hooper’s departure, that leaves me as the sole priest for most of Cooper County and that will require 

some sacramental changes.  The recommendation from a combined meeting of the pastoral councils of both SS. Peter 

and Paul and St. Joseph was that the best way to offer 4 Masses a weekend for the people would be to have the 

following schedule:  Saturday at 4PM at St. Joseph’s in Pilot Grove and 6PM at Ss. Peter and Paul in Boonville.  Sunday 

morning Masses at 8:30AM at St. Joseph’s in Pilot Grove and 10:30AM at Ss. Peter and Paul in Boonville.  The Bishop has 

approved this schedule.  The new schedule will take effect the weekend of July 9th and 10th (Fr. Kevin Gormley will help 

with the Masses on July 2nd and 3rd). 

This schedule does leave St. Joseph’s in Clifton City and St. John’s in Clear Creek without a Sunday Mass.  While 

we considered several other options (alternating sites, rotating Mass times, etc), knowing that the people that worship 

consistently at Clifton City and Clear Creek would be disappointed, we did not believe other options would allow 

everyone to fit into 4 Masses.  The Bishop has asked that the Councils revisit the schedule in 4-5 months to see how it is 

working and to suggest further changes at that time, if necessary or appropriate.  I am working with the people that 

regularly attend at Clear Creek and Clifton City to see how we might be able to continue to meet community-building 

needs, such as having a monthly Mass on a weekday night or some other form of gathering or prayer at either place.  

Clear Creek and Clifton City are not closing, we are just not celebrating a Saturday night or Sunday Mass at either place 

for the time being.  The churches will continue to be available for all other activities (funerals, prayer meetings or 

services, community functions, etc). 

The weekday Mass schedule will also have to change and the number of Masses will be reduced to the normal 

one Mass a day per priest.  Exceptions might include monthly Masses at some of the nursing homes, a monthly Mass at 

the Boonville Correction Center, and monthly Masses at Clear Creek and Clifton City if they decide they want to meet for 

a weekday Mass.  Funerals and Weddings would also sometimes be exceptions.  Since the school children are 

accustomed to celebrating Mass twice a week, in addition to their participation at Sunday Mass, it was decided to try to 

keep their schedule the same.  Namely, Mass Tuesday and Thursday morning at Pilot Grove with the students at 8:05 

and Wednesday and Friday at Boonville at 8:15.  Mass will not normally be publicly celebrated on Monday’s.  The 

Saturday morning Mass at Boonville will be converted to some other form of prayer to include the Perpetual Help 

devotion, most likely led by Deacon David Miller. 

These changes will also mean that many previously scheduled Mass intentions will have to be rescheduled, 

either here, or at other parishes, by other priests.  The parish secretaries and I will try to contact you, if we know who 

has made the contribution for the Mass, if it must be rescheduled.  Mass intentions may be doubled up, but only with 

the express agreement of both donors.  Otherwise, it is completely forbidden by Church law.  I can fulfill some of the 

intentions at the extra weekday Masses at the nursing homes and prison, but certainly not all of them.  I am truly sorry 

that I will not be able to fulfill all the Mass requests, but please know that I will remember the other intentions in my 

other prayers outside of Mass.        With God’s Peace, 

           Fr. Mark 

 

New Mass times starting July 9th and 10th 
   Saturday: 4PM at St. Joseph’s, Pilot Grove 

     6PM at Ss. Peter and Paul, Boonville 

   Sunday: 8:30AM at St. Joseph’s Pilot Grove 

     10:30AM at Ss. Peter and Paul, Boonville 
 


