Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic Church
Pastor’s Pen, May 28-29, 2022

Dear Parishioners,

Sharing one priest — As most of you know, starting July 1, Pilot Grove with its 3 churches/chapels and Boonville with its
single one, will have to share a priest. The Pastoral Councils of both parishes will meet jointly this week on Wednesday,
June 1, to share ideas and make proposals for a Mass schedule that can be handled by one priest on both the weekend
and weekdays. Most likely this schedule will include 4 Saturday/Sunday Masses and one Mass most weekdays between
the two parishes. Exceptions, of course, are possible, but the Bishop is not likely to approve a regular schedule with
more than that. Please pray for the gift of wisdom during this meeting. While no one likes making these kinds of
decisions, | am confident that if we (and especially 1) let the Holy Spirit lead us, we will find ways for the spiritual needs
of Cooper County to be met with only priest assigned here. As Fr. Derek and | mentioned at the weekend Masses, if it
helps take any of the sting out of this process, know that two other counties, Phelps (where Rolla is) and Saline (where
Marshall is), both also have to make these kind of arrangements, as they are also will be served by just one priest after
July 1.

Mass intentions — Universal Church law has some specific regulations regarding the receiving and offering of Mass
intentions. One of the rules that sometimes gets overlooked or forgotten is that parishes are not to collect more than
one year’s worth of Mass intentions. This rule exists for at least two reasons. One is that the donors (and the
people/objects) of the intentions have a right to have their intentions fulfilled in a timely manner (normally within one
year). The second reason is that experience has shown that sometimes temptation can lead a parish/priest to spend the
money given for intentions before the intentions are fulfilled and the larger the amount of intentions/offerings, the
bigger the temptation — therefore the one year limit to attempt to keep the temptation minimized.

Both St. Joseph’s and Ss. Peter and Paul currently have more than one year’s worth of Mass intentions
stockpiled or booked. This situation will become more significant with the reduced number of Masses to be celebrated
in the near future. There are many parishes in the diocese (and throughout the world) that do not generate enough
Mass intentions such that there is one at every Mass. (I have been assigned to parishes where | solicited ‘extra’ Mass
intentions from other parishes because my own did not have enough for one per day/Mass.) Therefore, in the weeks to
come, | will be working with the parish secretaries and bookkeepers to identify how many Masses we can celebrate in
the coming year, and thus how many will need to be shared with other parishes and priests, so that the intentions can
be offered within a year. | know that the international/missionary priests serving in our diocese and their bishops are
super grateful for the sharing of Mass intentions because a $10 Mass intention can be a major source of a priest’s/parish
income in many parts of the developing world. | can share stories of how grateful some priests and bishops can be when
Mass intentions and the donations for them are shared.

Along with trying to get the number of Mass intentions we have in some better order, | will also be
implementing a policy that the parishes are not to accept donations for intentions for more than one year in the future.
Thus, going forward, | will ask Alicia and Diane to not accept and schedule Mass intentions more than one year out. |
know this will be an irritating change for some that have given a donation to have Mass celebrated for a particular
intention on a particular day for the next several years in a row. Given that the church asks me to celebrate all
intentions | receive within the year, or make provision for someone else to celebrate them in a year, | don’t believe | can
in good conscience accept multi-year intention donations. | hope you understand. If you have questions, | will try my
best to answer them.

Peace,
Fr. Mark



